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What does a Tunisian fruit seller have 
anything to do with the Saudi-Iran proxy 
war in Yemen?



Why did Covid impact the northeastern part 
of the U.S. or countries like Italy so much?



What do these examples have in 
common? 

Additionally, how are they even 
remotely related to things like the U.S. 
residency matching or kidney exchange 
programs?



About myself





Sphere 1: Security & 
Armed Forces 



Sphere 2: Economics & 
Finance



Best Paper Award
AAMAS 2018, Sweden
(# submissions: 607, 

acceptance rate 25%)

Paper with 
Tucker Gordon ’17



Best Paper Runner-Up Award
AAMAS 2024, New Zealand

(# submissions: 1,113, acceptance rate 20%)

Paper with 
Evan Albers ’22



NSF Core 
Research 

Grant



Contagion Course
Spring 2020



Advice to faculty

"Your students want you. Great 
content and a well-organized class 
help. But mostly they want you … 
No amount of sophisticated bells 
and whistles can replace an 
authentic, present and engaged 
instructor." 

(www.insidehighered.com)

http://www.insidehighered.com/


I teach humans 
intellectually challenging 

courses with 
care, compassion, and 

emotional engagement.



About You



Syllabus and required background

Course website:
www.mtirfan.com/DCS-2350

Canvas for assignments, books, etc. 
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Homework
Install Gephi before next class
Bring your laptop next week


